


It has always been my firm 

conviction that there is no more 

certain barrier to crime than efficient 

local policing supported by an 

enlightened, co-operative citizenry.  

Community respect and assistance are 

so vital to the success of law 

enforcement are achieved only 

through unified police and public 

effort. 
Glenn R. Osborn 

1st Twinsburg Chief of Police  

June 1963 



THE TWINSBURG TOWNSHIP CONSTABLES WHO ARE THE 
DIRECT PREDECESSORS OF THE MODERN TWINSBURG 
POLICE DEPARTMENT (PHOTO CA. EARLY 1950s) 

TOP ROW (L TO R):  UNKNOWN, HOWARD LUCAS, WALTER 
WINKLE, LEONARD ODZIEMSKI, NORMAN VAN BOGART, 
CARLTON POWERS 

BOTTOM:  UNKNOWN, OTTO CHARVAT, GLENN OSBORN, BOB 
DAVIES, JOHN MAROVICH, GLEN DAY 



IN 1955, GLENN R. OSBORN 
ACCEPTED AN OFFER TO 
BECOME THE FIRST CHIEF OF 
POLICE FOR THE NEWLY 
FORMED VILLAGE OF 
TWINSBURG.  CHIEF OSBORN 
HAD PREVIOUSLY SERVED AS 
CONSTABLE FOR TWINSBURG 
TOWNSHIP FROM 1948.  THE 
VILLAGE ALSO HIRED OTTO 
CHARVAT AS A SECOND FULL 
TIME OFFICER. 



THE FIRST TWO FULL 
TIMERS – (L TO R) 
CHIEF GLENN OSBORN 
AND PTL. OTTO 
CHARVAT (late 1950s) 





TWINSBURG VILLAGE HALL -  THE PD WAS HOUSED IN THE 
BASEMENT UNTIL 1979. 

1960s 

1974 





CHIEF OSBORN WITH MAYOR ALEXANDER J. DAY (L), 
THE FIRST MAYOR OF THE VILLAGE OF TWINSBURG 



THIS IS THE FIRST UNIFORM 
PATCH USED UNTIL THE MID 
1970s.  IT IS BASED ON THE 
OHIO STATE HIGHWAY 
PATROL “FLYING TIRE” 
DESIGN 

OLD PTL. BADGE 

OLD SGT. BADGE 



EARLY TWINSBURG POLICE ID CARDS COURTESY OF 
RETIRED PART-TIME OFFICER TONY SASALA.  THE 
CARD ON THE LEFT (TOP IS THE FRONT, BOTTOM IS 
THE BACK) WAS ISSUED IN 1956. 



TOP ROW (L TO R) PTL. ROBERT C. KNAACK, PTL. JOHN P. PERCHINSKE, PTL. JAMES 
GRADWELL, PTL. DONALD W. PRANGE,  PTL. FREDERICK F. GIEL 

BOTTOM ROW (L TO R) CHIEF GLEN OSBORN, SGT. OTTO CHARVAT, SGT. RICHARD J. FETZER 

ON THE LEFT (TOP TO BOTTOM), PART-TIME OFFICERS DONALD SASALA, IVAN DAVET AND 
NORMAN VAN BOGART 

 

TWINSBURG VILLAGE POLICE DEPARTMENT  (1961) 















CUYAHOGA FALLS MUNICIPAL 
COURT OPENED A TWINSBURG 
CIRCUIT IN 1963 WHEN THE 
VILLAGE DISSOLVED ITS MAYOR’S 
COURT.  IN 1964, THE COURT 
CONVENED THREE TIMES PER 
MONTH IN VILLAGE HALL AND 
SERVED TWINSBURG VILLAGE,  
TWINSBURG TOWNSHIP (WHICH 
ORGANIZED IT’S FIRST POLICE 
FORCE IN 1964) AND AN 
OCCASIONAL HIGHWAY PATROL 
CASE.  THIS ARRANGEMENT LASTED 
OVER 20 YEARS.  



IN MAY 1964 THE 
TWINSBURG POLICE 
DEPARTMENT HELD ITS 
FIRST OPEN HOUSE TO 
SHOWCASE ITS OFFICERS 
AND EQUIPMENT TO THE 
COMMUNITY.  THE OPEN 
HOUSE COINCIDED WITH 
NATIONAL POLICE 
MEMORIAL WEEK.  THE 
OPEN HOUSE CONTINUES 
TODAY WHEN THE 
TWINSBURG SAFETY 
FORCES OPEN THEIR 
DOORS TO THE PUBLIC 
EACH OCTOBER. 

PTL. JACK PERCHINSKE 



PTL. ROBERT PAPES AND PTL. KENNETH DIERSING JOIN 
THE DEPARTMENT IN 1966.  THEY WERE THE FIRST 
OFFICERS REQUIRED TO COMPLETE A POLICE ACADEMY 
UNDER THE TRAINING REGULATIONS SET BY THE NEW 
OHIO PEACE OFFICER TRAINING COUNCIL 



THE MODERN TPD 
UPHOLDS A TRADITION OF 
ADVANCED TRAINING.  
HERE SGTS. GIEL AND 
PRANGE RECEIVE 
TRAINING THROUGH THE 
STATE HIGHWAY PATROL 



PTL. JOHN DALASKI AND PTL. JOSEPH 
BIASELLA JOIN THE DEPARTMENT IN 1967 



IN ONE OF THE MOST 
MEMORABLE EVENTS OF 
THE LATE 60s, TPD 
(WITH THE ASSISTANCE 
OF VARIOUS OTHER 
DEPARTMENTS) 
TANGLED WITH OVER 
200 MEMBERS OF A 
MOTORCYCLE GANG…. 
AND WON.  THE 
DEPARTMENT MADE 
OVER 40 ARRESTS. 



APRIL 16, 1968 – ROBERT KNAACK AND KEITH 
LOWRY ARE PROMOTED TO SERGEANT AND SGT. 
LOWRY AND PTL. DALASKI ARE CITED FOR USING 
CPR IN AN ATTEMPT TO SAVE A HEART ATTACK 
VICTIM.  L TO R – SGT. KNAACK, SGT. LOWRY AND 
PTL. DALASKI 



ONE OF THE MOST VITAL TOOLS 
AVAILABLE TO LAW 
ENFORCEMENT IS ACCESS TO THE 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTOMATED 
DATA SYSTEM OR LEADS.  THIS 
COMPUTER SYSTEM ALLOWS 
OFFICERS TO CHECK DRIVER’S 
LICENSES, LICENSE PLATES, 
PERSONS FOR WARRANTS AS 
WELL AS ACCESS TO OTHER 
INVESTIGATIVE DATABASES.  TPD 
RECEIVED ITS FIRST TERMINAL 
IN DECEMBER 1968. 



PTL. JOHN DALASKI AND 
DISPATCHER ROSEMARY 
QUINN – DECEMBER 1970.  
BOTH RECEIVED 
CITATIONS FOR SERVICE 
TO THE CITY, PTL. 
DALASKI FOR SAVING THE 
LIFE OF SGT. LOWRY AT A 
DOMESTIC CALL AND 
DISPATCHER QUINN FOR 
HER ACTIONS WHEN AN 
EMPLOYEE OF CHRYSLER 
WENT ON A SHOOTING 
SPREE IN MAY 1969 
RESULTING IN A DOUBLE 
HOMICIDE-SUICIDE 



TWINSBURG PD – 1974 

CHIEF GLENN OSBORN 



DET. SGT. DON 
PRANGE 



SGT. JACK 
PERCHINSKE 



SGT. BOB KNAACK 



SGT. KEITH LOWRY 



PTL. WALLY ORCUTT DET. JOHN DALASKI 



PTL. BOB PAPES 



PTL. KEN DIERSING 



PTL. HERB MUNN 



PTL. HARVEY JOHNS 



PTL. DEAN WEINHARDT 



PTL. JIM KUCERA 



PTL. JACK CLAIR 



PTL. BOB MIANOWSKI 



RUTH OSBORN 



ROSEMARY QUINN 



JOHN WEAGLEY 



ELVA GOODWIN 



FRIEDA WITTEMER 



KATHLEEN RYAN 



THE FIRST TWO DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEES (BOTH 
DISPATCHERS) RETIRE IN 1974.  RUTH OSBORN HAD 
SERVED SINCE HER HUSBAND, GLENN OSBORN WAS 
APPOINTED TWINSBURG TOWNSHIP CONSTABLE IN 
1948 AND ELVA GOODWIN SERVED FOR TWELVE 
YEARS. 



DET. SGT. PRANGE IS THE FIRST TPD 
OFFICER TO GRADUATE FROM THE FBI 
NATIONAL ACADEMY IN 1974.  SINCE 
THEN, ONLY TWO OTHER OFFICERS 
HAVE COMPLETED THE INTENSE 12 
WEEK COURSE FOR LOCAL LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICIALS.  HE IS THE 
FIRST DET. SGT. IN THE HISTORY OF 
TPD. 



GLENN OSBORN, THE 
FIRST CHIEF OF 
POLICE FOR 
TWINSBURG RETIRES 
IN 1976 AFTER 21 
YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO TWINSBURG AND 
28 YEARS OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT 



DON PRANGE IS PROMOTED 
TO CHIEF OF POLICE IN 
SEPTEMBER 1976.  AT AGE 38, 
HE IS THE SECOND 
YOUNGEST MAN TO SERVE AS 
TWINSBURG’S POLICE CHIEF 
(CHIEF OSBORN WAS 34 
WHEN HE WAS APPOINTED).   



THE USE OF 911 FOR EMERGENCY CALLS 
ARRIVES IN TWINSBURG IN THE 1970s. 



1977 - ROBERT KNAACK 
IS SWORN IN AS THE 
FIRST POLICE 
LIEUTENANT IN THE 
HISTORY OF THE 
TWINSBURG POLICE 
DEPARTMENT.   WHEN 
HE WAS PROMOTED TO 
CHIEF IN 1982, THE 
LIEUTENANT POSITION 
WAS NOT FILLED.  NO 
ONE WOULD HOLD THE 
RANK OF LIEUTENANT 
AGAIN UNTIL 1995. 



NEW HIRES FOR 
1977 INCLUDED JOE 
JASANY (LEFT) WHO 
IS KNOWN 
THROUGHOUT 
TWINSBURG CITY 
SCHOOLS TODAY AS 
DARE “OFFICER 
JOE” 



TPD FORMS IT’S FIRST SWAT TEAM IN 1977.  
MEMBERS OF THE TEAM (L TO R):  PTL. RAY 
SMEE, SGT. KEN DIERSING, PTL. WALLY ORCUTT; 
PTL. BOB PAPES AND LT. BOB KNAACK.  THE 
TEAM RECEIVED SPECIAL TRAINING FROM THE 
FBI. 



OUR NEW HOME UNDER CONSTRUCTION (1977-1979) 



OUR NEW HOME UNDER CONSTRUCTION (1977-1979) 



A NEW PATCH AND A NEW BADGE FOR A NEW 
HOME. 



“JOCKO THE CLOWN” AKA 
PTL. JOE JASANY MAKES 
ONE OF HIS MANY 
APPEARANCES TO 
EDUCATE TWINSBURG 
YOUTH ON BIKE SAFETY 
(1978) 



RON ELLIS – SERGEANT 
(1996) & LIEUTENANT (1999) 

TONY FRANK – 
SERGEANT (1984) & 

CHIEF (1992) 

JIM TOBAK – 
SERGEANT 

(2001) 

RAY BOBICK – 
SERGEANT (1998) 

NEW 
HIRES OF 

1978 

IN 1978, CHIEF 
PRANGE HIRED 
FOUR OFFICERS 
FROM FOUR OTHER 
AGENCIES.  EACH OF 
THESE OFFICERS 
WOULD EVENTUALLY 
EARN PROMOTION. 



DISPATCHER JOHN 
WEAGLEY RETIRES IN 
JULY 1979.  HE BEGAN 
HIS SERVICE TO 
TWINSBURG IN 1962 



AFTER SERVING ALMOST SIX 
YEARS AS CHIEF AND 22 
YEARS AS A TWINSBURG 
POLICE OFFICER, DON 
PRANGE RETIRES IN JUNE 
1982 



IN 1982, LT. ROBERT KNAACK BECOMES THE THIRD 
TWINSBURG CHIEF OF POLICE. 



NEW HIRES OF 
1982 

GREG FEKETIK – 
SERGEANT (1999) 

RICHARD DEAL – SERGEANT 
(1992) & CHIEF (2001) 

TWO MORE OFFICERS HIRED WHO WOULD EARN 
PROMOTIONS 



CHIEF KNAACK INSTITUTES VARIOUS COMMUNITY 
PROGRAMS INCLUDING FINGERPRINTING OF LOCAL 
CHILDREN.  PTL. WALLY ORCUTT (ABOVE RIGHT) 
FINGERPRINTS A YOUNG TWINSBURG RESIDENT. 



OTHER PROGRAMS INCLUDED BLOCK WATCH.  L 
TO R – PTL. JIM KUCERA, SGT. HERB MUNN, 
MAYOR ANTHONY PERICI, CHIEF BOB KNAACK, 
PTL. WALLY ORCUTT AND PTL. JIM TOBAK 



IN 1984, SGT. JACK PERCHINSKI BECOMES THE THIRD 
TWINSBURG POLICE OFFICER TO RETIRE.  SGT. 
PERCHINSKI SERVED THE CITY FOR 25 YEARS 



NEW HIRES IN THE EARLY 80s INCLUDED PTL. BOB 
HILTON (1980) AND PTL. BRIAN STEELE (1984) 



IN 1985, DEREK SIEGLE IS SWORN IN AS A 
TWINSBURG POLICE OFFICER.  HE WOULD LATER 
LEAVE TPD FOR A CAREER AS A SPECIAL AGENT 
FOR THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION. 



ROSE QUINN, THE LAST 
OF THE DEPARTMENT’S 
FOUR ORIGINAL 
DISPATCHERS, RETIRES 
AFTER 26 YEARS OF 
SERVICE IN OCTOBER 
1985. 



JEFF NASH AND MICHAEL NAKATA (SHOWN HERE IN 1997) 
WERE HIRED IN 1988.  THEY BOTH CURRENTLY SERVE AS 
LIEUTENANTS.  GREG KOPNISKE, HIRED IN 1989, IS 
CURRENTLY THE DEPARTMENT’S JUVENILE DETECTIVE. 

JEFF NASH          MICHAEL NAKATA GREG KOPNISKE 



PTL. WALLY ORCUTT RETIRES 
FROM TPD AFTER 24 YEARS OF 
DEDICATED SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY.  OUTSIDE OF THE 
POLICE DEPT. HE WAS WELL-
KNOWN FOR COACHING 
CHAMPIONSHIP YOUTH BB 
GUN TEAMS 



PTL. JIM KUCERA BECOMES THE FIRST DARE OFFICER FOR 
THE TWINSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 



DET. SGT. HERB MUNN RETIRES AFTER 24 YEARS OF  
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE TO THE CITY OF 
TWINSBURG 

DET. SGT. HERB MUNN (1944-1992) 



RICK DEAL TAKES HIS OATH AS HE IS 
PROMOTED TO SERGEANT (1992) 



BOB GONSIEWSKI IS HIRED IN 1990.  HE 
WOULD SERVE AS THE DEPARTMENT’S 
FIRST K-9 OFFICER IN 1996 

APRIL BLUBAUGH BECOMES THE 
DEPARTMENT’S FIRST FEMALE 
OFFICER IN 1992.  SHE IS ALSO 
THE FIRST TWINSBURG 
DISPATCHER HIRED AS A 
TWINSBURG POLICE OFFICER. 



CHIEF KNAACK RETIRES IN JUNE 1992 



TONY FRANK BECOMES THE FOURTH 
CHIEF OF POLICE IN AUGUST 1992 



OUT WITH THE OLD….. 





…IN WITH THE NEW 



DET. JOHN DALASKI RETIRES AFTER 25 YEARS OF 
SERVICE WITH 17 OF THOSE YEARS IN THE DETECTIVE 
BUREAU 



UNDER CHIEF FRANK AND THROUGH THE USE OF FEDERAL 
GRANTS, THE DEPARTMENT GREW RAPIDLY IN THE 1990s 



1995 – KEN DIERSING (L) IS PROMOTED TO 
LIEUTENANT AND JEFF NASH RECEIVES HIS 
SERGEANT’S STRIPES 



PTL. JIM KUCERA WAS THE CITY’S FIRST DARE OFFICER.  
HE SERVED IN THAT POSITION FROM 1991 UNTIL HIS 
RETIREMENT IN 1995.  JIM KUCERA INFLUENCED A 
GENERATION OF TWINSBURG YOUTH.  THERE IS A 
MEMORIAL TO HIS WORK IN THE DARE PROGRAM 
INSTALLED AT DODGE SCHOOL. 

PTL. JIM KUCERA (1941 – 1995) 



EMERY JOINS THE TWINSBURG POLICE 
DEPARTMENT AS OUR FIRST K-9 OFFICER IN 1996 



SGT. BOB PAPES (BELOW L) RETIRES AFTER 30 YEARS 
OF DISTINGUISHED SERVICE (1996).   



MICHAEL NAKATA 
IS SWORN IN AS 
SERGEANT – 1997 

RON ELLIS IS 
SWORN IN AS 
SERGEANT – 1996 



OUR HOME GROWS- STATION EXPANSION IN 1997 ADDS 
GARAGE BAYS THAT HOLD EIGHT PATROL CARS, SEPARATE 
LOCKER ROOMS FOR MEN AND WOMEN AND ADDITIONAL 
STORAGE SPACE. 



1998 



1998 
1998 



JULY 1998 - LT. KEN 
DIERSING RETIRES 
AFTER 32 YEARS AS A 
TWINSBURG POLICE 
OFFICER.  HE IS THE 
LONGEST SERVING 
OFFICER IN THE 50 
YEAR HISTORY OF THE 
DEPARTMENT AND 
ONLY THE SECOND 
OFFICER TO SERVE AS 
LIEUTENANT. 



MICHAEL NAKATA IS 
PROMOTED TO 
LIEUTENANT – AUGUST 
1998 



LT. MICHAEL NAKATA 

SGT. RAY BOBICK 

MICHAEL NAKATA IS SWORN IN AS 
LIEUTENANT AND RAY BOBICK IS PROMOTED 
TO SERGEANT – LATE SUMMER 1998 



1999 – RON ELLIS IS PROMOTED TO LIEUTENANT 
AND GREG FEKETIK EARNS HIS SERGEANT’S 
STRIPES 



IN 1999, THE DEPARTMENT ISSUED TRADING CARDS FOR 
EVERY POLICE DEPARTMENT EMPLOYEE.  TPD SPONSORED 
A CONTEST FOR TWINSBURG YOUTH TO SEE WHO COULD 
COLLECT ALL 34 CARDS FIRST 



THE FIRST CHILD TO APPEAR AT TPD WITH ONE OF 
EACH OF THE ISSUED CARDS WON A BICYCLE.  THE 
CONTEST LASTED LESS THAN A WEEK BEFORE THE 
WINNER WAS DECLARED. 



JACK WILLIAMS IS HIRED AS 
ANIMAL WARDEN REPLACING 
DAN BIADA WHO WAS HIRED 
AS A TWINSBURG POLICE 
OFFICER (2000).  THE LONG 
TIME TWINSBURG RESIDENT 
AND FORMER TWINSBURG 
FIRE FIGHTER ALSO SERVES 
AS THE DEPARTMENT 
ARMORER. 



SGT. RAY SMEE RETIRES IN 2001 AFTER 30 YEARS OF 
SERVICE TO THE CITY OF TWINSBURG 



AFTER 
SERVING 
ALMOST NINE 
YEARS AS 
CHIEF OF 
POLICE, TONY 
FRANK 
RETIRES IN 
JUNE 2001. 



JIM TOBAK IS PROMOTED TO 
SERGEANT – SUMMER 2001 



IN 2001 MIKE KREJCI IS HIRED 
AS A TWINSBURG POLICE 
OFFICER FULFILLING A 
JOURNEY THAT BEGAN WHEN 
HE JOINED THE TWINSBURG 
POLICE EXPLORERS AS A HIGH 
SCHOOL STUDENT.  HE THEN 
SERVED AS A DISPATCHER FOR 
TWINSBURG PD WHILE 
WORKING PART-TIME AS A 
PATROL OFFICER FOR 
TWINSBURG TOWNSHIP AND 
THE VILLAGE OF GLENWILLOW.  
HE IS THE ONLY TWINSBURG 
POLICE EXPLORER EVER HIRED 
AS A TWINSBURG POLICE 
OFFICER. 



RICHARD DEAL IS SWORN IN AS THE FIFTH CHIEF 
OF POLICE IN THE CITY OF TWINSBURG HISTORY 
(NOVEMBER 2001) 



CHRIS NOGA IS PROMOTED TO SERGEANT 
AND SWORN IN – NOVEMBER 2001 



DISPATCH – THE HEART OF THE TWINSBURG POLICE 
DEPT. 



BAGGIO JOINS THE 
DEPARTMENT AS OUR 
SECOND K-9 IN OCTOBER 
2002 



THE DEPARTMENT INITITATES 12 
HOUR PATROL SHIFTS IN 2003.  
OFFICERS ASSIGNED TO PATROL WORK 
72 FEWER DAYS A YEAR AND THE CITY 
RECEIVES MORE PATROL COVERAGE.  
ABOVE – DAY SHIFT A  (2003) 



LT. RON ELLIS RETIRES 
FROM THE 
TWINSBURG POLICE 
DEPARTMENT AFTER 
25 YEARS OF SERVICE 



BOTH TPD K-9 
UNITS AND 
THEIR 
HANDLERS – 
OCTOBER 2003 

BOB GONSIEWSKI & 
EMERY 

JOSH MIKTARIAN & 
BAGGIO 



JEFF NASH IS PROMOTED TO LIEUTENANT – 
OCTOBER 2003 



MARC ELEO IS PROMOTED TO SERGEANT – DECEMBER 
2003 



IN JANUARY 2004 EMERY 
RETIRES AFTER ALMOST EIGHT 
YEARS OF SERVICE.  HE 
CURRENTLY RESIDES WITH HIS 
HANDLER, PTL. BOB 
GONSIEWSKI. 



THE ANNUAL COPS 
VS. TEACHERS 
BASKETBALL GAME 
BEGAN IN 1997 AND 
HAS BEEN HELD 
EVERY YEAR SINCE 
THEN (DESPITE OUR 
RECORD OF 1 – 8) 













IN 1998, THE DEPARTMENT RETURNED TO THE 
TRADITION OF HOSTING AN ANNUAL OPEN HOUSE.  
THE EVENT IS POPULAR WITH THE CHILDREN OF 
TWINSBURG AND IS HELD IN CONJUNCTION WITH 
THE FIRE DEPARTMENT OPEN HOUSE EVERY 
OCTOBER. 















THE EXPLORER PROGRAM RAN 
FOR OVER 10 YEARS.  MANY 
OF THE YOUNG ADULTS WHO 
PARTICIPATED HAVE GONE ON 
TO SUCCESSFUL CAREERS IS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT. 

2002 

2000 

FORMER EXPLORERS  2000 



THE SECOND WEEK OF MAY IS NATIONAL PEACE OFFICER MEMORIAL 
WEEK.  EACH YEAR TWINSBURG OFFICERS PARTICIPATE IN THE 
CLEVELAND MEMORIAL PARADE TO HONOR THOSE WHO HAVE MADE 
THE ULTIMATE SACRIFICE. 



DETECTIVE BUREAU - 2004 



IN HONOR OF OUR 50th ANNIVERSARY, OFFICERS 
AND DISPATCHERS OF THE TWINSBURG POLICE 
DEPARTMENT ARE WEARING COMMEMORATIVE 
BADGES IN 2005.  THESE BADGES ARE BASED ON 
THE ORIGINAL TPD BADGES WORN FROM 1955 TO 
1978. 


